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WHAT IJ THIS THING 
WE CALL WORLDCON 732 


What is a Worldcon? It's an existential ques- 
tion, but something we are excited to answer 
for you. There are many people reading this 
Progress Report who are first-time Worldcon 
members, and many who will be attending 
Worldcon 75 as their first European or first 
Nordic convention. We want to be sure each of 


you has some idea of what you've signed up for! 


Worldcon is short for the World Science Fiction Con- 
vention, and Worldcon 75 is the 75th such convention, 
which will be located in Helsinki, Finland in August of 
2017. Worldcon is actually the convention of World Sci- 
ence Fiction Society. So that's why we don't have tickets 
to get into the convention, but individual memberships. 
It is a floating convention, meaning it is in a different 
place every year. It is also one of the oldest science fic- 
tion conventions in the world, starting from year 1939. 

At Worldcon you'll have the opportunity to partic- 
ipate with the prestigious Hugo Awards, vote for the 
best novel/artist/film/fan/etc of the year. Worldcon also 
hosts an awesome masquerade, a wonderful selection 
of the best SF/F-related art with its Art Show, a veritable 
cornucopia of items you can purchase at the Dealer's 
room, and several hundreds of hours of program, in a 
lovely atmosphere of fellow aficionados. 

European Worldcons tend to be slightly different 
from the US ones. The convention was born in the Unit- 
ed States, thus most of the traditions have been created 
by the US fandom. One of the most obvious differences 
is the fact that Worldcons in Europe have no room par- 
ties. European hotel rooms are smaller than in the US 
and there are only a few suites available. It is also worth 
mentioning, that in Europe we usually don't have a hos- 
pitality suite for free food, but Messukeskus does offer a 
wide variety of restaurant options! 


COMMITTEE 


As you know, Bob, Worldcon 75 a.k.a. Helsinki World- 
con has a set of Chairs. Three of them, in fact: Saija Aro, 
Jukka Halme and Crystal Huff. We like to call ourselves 
Team HAH. Some days we feel so blessed and relaxed, 
that we're Team AHH. 

None of us is a newbie with con running, though we 
have been most involved with staffing our national and 
regional conventions, which is why some of you may 
not have met us yet. Saija has been making Finncons 
happen for over 20 years, working at every level from 
gophering to co-chairing (the last one in 2014 was on 
the small side with 3000 attendees). She also ran the 
memorable Finnish room party at Interaction, dabbles 
with other conventions, fandom organizations and art 
happenings. In her civil life she manages things at an 
eco company, a set of twins and the former bid chair, 
Eemeli Aro. 

Jukka Halme has chaired and co-chaired three Finn- 
cons, including the massive Finncon-Animecon in 2009 
(over 10 000 attendees) and has also been in charge of 
programming at Finncon and Acon for several years. 
Jukka has been actively involved in Finnish and Nordic 
fandom since the early 80s, doing everything possible 
from gophering to editing and beyond. He has also been 
the fan GoH of two Eurocons. In his free time he works 
for the City of Helsinki and minds his two dogs with his 
lovely wife. When this PR1 is being released, Jukka will 
be in Australia, as the GUFF-delegate. 

Crystal Huff began staffing conventions at her very 
first one. She has helped run Publications, Massage Den, 
Member Services, Staff Den, the Photo Booth, Staff Ser- 
vices, and Volunteers, variously, at Arisia, Boskone, and 
Worldcon, with occasional side forays into volunteering 
at Balticon, Transcending Boundaries Conference, and 
SXSW. She served as chair of Arisia 2011, Relaxacon 2011, 
and Readercons 23, 24, and 25. Crystal lives in Boston 
with her family. 

An operation as large as this wouldn't be possible 
without a large number of people. Worldcon 75 has 
the immense luck and honour to have a pair of Proj- 
ect Managers, who dabble in the day-to-day business 


of running the organisation and making sure that the 
Chairs aren't mucking it up too badly. Hanna Hakkara- 
inen is a long-time con organiser, a mother of a future 
con organiser, a Cat-Lady, as well as a former Chair of 
Finncon and Ãcon. When she isn't learning a new lan- 
guage or hatching another con-related idea, she might 
just bake a cake. Or two. Charlotte Laihonen is a native 
N'awlinsian, who moved to Helsinki a few years back 
with her family. Charlotte has been active in US fan- 
dom for most of her life, and joining the Finnish scene 
has given her a unique perspective on the con running 
cultures of both countries. She has the unenviable task 
of trying to moderate the different ways into some 
semblance of a coherent unity. So far, she seems to be 
doing a bang up job. 


WHAT'S GOING ON? 


Well, a lot. As one should think, organising and putting 
togetheran eventthe size and scope of a Worldcon takes 
a fair number of people, time and effort. While the con 
won't take place until August next year, the large wheel 
has started turning and will keep on chugging, until the 
last of the dead dogs have been dealt with. 

Our committee is still a moveable beast, a collection 
oflocaltalent and foreign expertise. As we are one of the 
very few ever Worldcons held in a city/country, where 
English is not the language of the people, there are 
many areas that need that Finnish Division/Area Head. 
Lucleily, Finland has several decades of experience vvith 
organising SF/F-related conventions for thousands of 
attendees. Finncon, the national convention of Finland, 





is One of the largest SF/F-literature cons in Europe. In 
addition, there are also similarly sized roleplaying, an- 
ime, and comics cons/festivals taking place every yearin 
Finland.. 

The Worldcon 75 committee is made of several for- 
merandcurrentchairs, vice-chairs, treasurers, program- 
ming heads, and then some, from the aforementioned 
conventions. Not to mention the committee members 
from all over the world: USA, UK, Sweden, Australia, Ire- 
land, Germany, etc. All people vvith more or less experi- 
ence with con running, but most importantly, enthusi- 
asm and willingness to learn and work for the common 
goal— making Worldcon 75 a true WORLDcon. 

We want to showcase what science fiction, fantasy, 
and everything related to the field of speculative fic- 
tion, there is in Finland. We also want to bring forth the 
rest of the world, all those creators, fans and consumers 
that are Out There, in China, in Russia, in Nigeria, in Bra- 
zil and wherever else. There's treasure everywhere, as 
Calvin & Hobbes pointed out to us. You just need to go 
out and look for it, in order to find that thing you didn't 
know you were looking for. 

Of course, Worldcon 75 is not going to be “just” all 
that Finnish/World stuff. It will be a Worldcon as many 
people have known and loved for the 74 years prior to 
now. The majority of our programming will be in En- 
glish, all those panels, lectures, debates, plays, quizzes, 
demonstrations, readings, et al. Just like before. With 
some added spices. A dash of Suomi. A pinch of musiik- 
ki. A smidgen of salmiakki. 

We're looking to bring a diverse and interesting Art 
Show to Worldcon 75. We're already excited about the 
possibility to have a major contribution from Russian 
artists, who are woefully unknown in the West. Sever- 
al Finnish artists have already been enthusiastic about 
this opportunity to showcase their talents to the world 
at large. We'll have more info soon on our website. 

Dealers of all kinds of wares have been asking about 
the rules and regulations, not to mentions the dread- 
ed taxes... We'll have all the information coming to our 
webpages later this year. If we don't know the answer 
you're looking for, we'll find that answer for you. 

As for the Programming, the volunteering and sug- 
gestion forms will be put online this Spring, as will the 
pertinent pages relating to important matters such 
as Accessibility and Code of Conduct. This is a work in 
progress. We're not rushing things in order to make 
things fast. We want Worldcon 75 to be something bet- 
ter than good; we want it to be great. Worldcon 75 shall 
be a great experience for everyone—every single par- 
ticipant, from regular attendees to programme partic- 
ipants, not forgetting the staff and committee. This is a 
joint operation, a labour of love. 


Tervetuloa Helsinkiin! 


FIRST BALLOT 
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The race for 2017 Worldcon was between four cities: Helsinki (Finland), Montreal (Canada), Shizuoka (Japan) 
and Washington DC (US). There were 2625 valid ballots, of which 19 indicated no preference, leaving 2606 with 
preferences. Thus, 1304 votes were required to win the election. 





Helsinki won in the first ballot, so there was no need for any redistribution of votes. 








ALEKSI KUUTIO 


Worldcon offers the delightful possibility of meeting 
practically anyone on the con premises and striking up 
a conversation on, say, the respective merits of different 
Doctors or whether Game of Thrones could work as a 
Jane Austen-inspired mecha anime series. Oh, the joy- 
fulmoments we can look forward to! But what if you run 
into one of the Guests of Honour? What do you do when 
anxiety strikes and your hand instinctively creeps to- 
wards one of their books in your backpack or vest pock- 
et? You would like to ask for a dedication and say some- 
thing witty at the same time, but the only phrase on 
the tip of your tongue is: "Master. I'm not worthy.” Don't 
worry. We hereby offer you a few excellent magic words 
for small talk, allowing you to navigate conversational 
spaces of all kinds. These subjects function especially 
well with the Guests of Honour, but are prime talking 
matter also with other visitors. 


As unbelievable as it seems, the 19th-century French 
poet would be a great subject to discuss at least with 
Nalo, John-Henri, and Walter Jon Williams. Nalo wrote 
about Baudelaire's black lover in her novel Salt Roads, 
and John-Henri has translated into Swedish all the 
books of the Series of Unfortunate Events, starring none 


other than the Baudelaire children (author Lemony 
Snicket named the family in honour of the poet). As 
for Williams, he has visited Baudelaire's grave. Or al- 
most visited. He paid a visit to the poet's memorial at a 
French cemetery in dismal weather. There's something 
to talk about. 


There may be no accounting for taste, but tasty food 
is a sure-fire conversation starter with the Guests of 
Honour! Walter Jon Williams has been characterized, 
among other things, as a cyberpunk pioneer and vi- 
sionary, but one portrayal is especially fitting: he is a 
writer who leaves readers hungry with his nothing less 
than uninhibited gastronomic scenes. The fascination 
of food is also strongly present in Nalo Hopkinson's 
drool-inducing descriptions. 

As Nalo the gourmet wisely stated in an interview 
in Tähtivaeltaja, a major Finnish fanzine, in 2013: “Food 
is magic. | hope that whichever being came up with 
the idea of food was handsomely rewarded for its 
creativity.” 

And let's not forget gastronomy buff Johanna Sini- 
salo, who imagined a literal love affair with fiery chilies 
in her novel The Core of the Sun. 





In 2008, Marvel decided to take a little break from its 
usual bread and butter, and produced the Avengers Fairy 
Tales series. This lark also included an Alice in Wonder- 
land story, illustrated by Claire Wendling. While you're 
at it, ask the genius illustrator about her relationship to 
comics. You might be surprised. Also, Johanna Sinisalo 
has made her mark in the comic world by writing man- 
uscripts. If you ask her about Alice, she will surely be 
happy to tell you how her comic Möbiuksen maa (Möbi- 
us Country, unfortunately not available in English) was 
influenced by Alice's adventures. As for Nalo — and let's 
give her a big hand already at this point — she intends 
to learn Finnish with the help of Lewis Carroll's classic 
work. If you run into her at the con or in social media, 
remember to inquire how her studies are going. And ask 
her for the Finnish name of the Mad Hatter! 


f Nalo Hopkinson 


@emmi_elina @turtschaninoff @worldcon75 
Found Alice in Finnish & in English annotated in 
Finnish. Have just ordered them. 


Right you are! If you draw a blank on everything else, 
fandom is the magic word that will get you off the hook 
any time. Worldcon is all about community. All the 
Guests of Honour are attending Worldcon because 
they love the SFF community. Each of them has years, 
or decades, of experience in national and internation- 
al fandom. They have a wealth of fandom adventures 
to share. Don't be shy, go ahead and ask about the 


wonderful people, crazy characters, and happenings 
throughout the years. But be prepared: the stories 
might go on long enough to make you late for the next 
program item. 


“Shall we dance, Mr. Darcy?” In 1983, Walter Jon Wil- 
liams designed the Pride and Prejudice game for Berserk- 
er Works. In the spirit of Jane Austen's novels, a young 
noblewoman must make herself the object of interest 
of as good and esteemed a gentleman as possible. The 
best option is, of course, Mr. Darcy himself. 


Johanna Sinisalo was one of the scriptwriters for IRON 
SKY, the moon Nazi comedy. She has also reviewed the 
Finnish translation of Walter Jon Williams’ novel HARD- 
WIRED. 


John-Henri Holmberg is the man to thank for the fact 
that a science fiction story written at age 17 by Stieg 
Larsson, the author of the immensely popular MIL- 
LENNIUM TRILOGY, has also been published in English 
in the anthology A DARKER SHADE OF SWEDEN. Ask 
John-Henri for more details. 


Nalo Hopkinson got into metaphors after reading the 
short story SURVIVOR'S BALL by Kelly Link, a course- 
mate of hers. Nalos name is pronounced NAH Jo 


Claire Wendling has created illustrations and art for 
many French music and storytelling festivals. Her most 
striking pictures are collected in the book DAISIES. 


helsinkibookfair.fi 


REAL ENCOUNTERS. 
GENUINE EXPERIENCES. 


A TOUCH OF THE FUTURE. Messukeskus 





ON POLAR BEARS 


As many know, we who were staff of the Helsinki in 
2017 bid are very fond of polar bears. Completely over 
the moon about polar bears, in fact, we are. There were 
some fairly large concerns about having a Worldcon in 
Finland when we first announced our intentions to bid, 
and the most serious was a gentleman from California 
loudly proclaiming that ”it is COLD in Finland! There are 
POLAR BEARS there!” 

Polar bears, naturally, became the biggest attrac- 
tion to our bid. We had the most adorable polar bear 
stickers, and jewelry, and magnets, and hand-knit polar 
bear caps that we could find, and we brought them to 
every convention. We shipped more stuffed polar bears 
around the world than | knew existed. Some polar-bear- 
manufacturing-guru has made a handsome sum off our 
bid, surely. 


It therefore follows that, the next time | was due to visit 
Helsinki and discuss the bid with everyone local to our 
convention site, | did some research online before the 
trip. | looked up the polar bear enclosure for the Helsin- 
ki Zoo and discovered beautiful plans and photos of a 
gorgeous new enclosure being built. The polar bears in 
the photos and sketches looked quite pleased with their 
surroundings, in fact. 





Confident in my mission, | clicked on the helpful con- 
tact link to email the Helsinki Zoo, Korkeasaari, directly. 
| explained that | was an American visiting Helsinki on 
a tight schedule. For the purpose of convincing voters 
to support our Worldcon bid, it would be wonderful if | 
could get some pictures with the polar bears in Korkea- 
saari, preferably not during a time they were eating or 
sleeping, so as to share on social media and entertain 
our international followers. | would be very grateful to 
know when the polar bears might be congenial to my 
visit and available for taking promotional photos. 

A quite surprised staffer of Korkeasaari promptly 
emailed me back. Where had | gotten the idea that the 
Helsinki Zoo had polar bears??? This was the essence of 
their polite missive. 

My friends, there are no polar bears in the Helsinki 
Zoo. There are no polar bears located anywhere within 
the bounds of the city of Helsinki. I am afraid that if you 
wish to visit a Finnish polar bear, you will have to go to 
the wild hinterlands of at least Espoo, Finland. 


Luckily, Espoo fans have written a helpful guide to Hel- 
sinki for when you return! ;) 


CRYSTAL HUFF 


MEMBER SHIPS 


We welcome anyone to join us as a member of Worldcon 
75! There are many notes about membership that we 
wish to share with you now, in fact. Even if you already 
have a membership of some kind to our convention, you 
may wish to read the following information. 

Members who joined before January of 2016 may 
nominate for the Hugo Awards this year, whether they 
are attending or supporting members. (A non-attending 
membership is also known as a ‘supporting member- 
ship.) This year's Hugo nominations are due March 31st, 
2016 to MidAmeriCon2! 

People who voted in Worldcon site selection in 2015 
(administered by Sasquan in 2015) have, at minimum, an 
automatic supporting membership to Worldcon 75. This 
entitles you to a discounted attending membership if you 
wish to upgrade to attending our convention. See the col- 
umn in the table below titled ‘Upgrade from Supporting’. 

Friends and subscribers ofthe Helsinki in 2017 World- 
con bid who voted on site selection in 2015 are automatic 
full attending members of Worldcon 75. This is regard- 
less of how you voted, and we appreciate each of the 2624 
people who participated in the vote! If you were a friend 
or subscriber who didn't manage to vote, please contact 
us at info@worldcon.fi to discuss. 

First Worldcon Membership: One of the goals of 
Worldcon 75 is to be a more inclusive event and more 
accessible to new members of fandom. We would like 
to encourage new fans to join Worldcon, whether they 
heard about our convention in the month after we won 
the bid (in 2015) or in the months just prior to the conven- 
tion (July 2017). If you have never had a Worldcon mem- 
bership of any kind before, you are eligible for the First 
VVorldcon Membership price of 95 euros, which was the 
price of an adult membership vvhen vve first started as a 
convention. We hope to see many new faces and make 
exciting new friends in Helsinki! 

Pre-supporters of the Helsinki in 2017 Worldcon bid are 
very much appreciated, but the 20 euros of pre-support 
was entirely used up by the bid's efforts to win the race. 
We regret that we are not able to offer you a discount for 


ADULT* 


120€ / $140 


pre-supporting the bid. However, your reward is that we've 
won the Worldcon to be placed in Helsinki! If you voted on 
site selection in 2015, you do have an automatic non-at- 
tending (supporting) membership to Worldcon 75. This 
can be upgraded to an attending membership as above. 

If you wish to receive paper copies of the convention's 
publications, we'll be happy to send those to you for an ad- 
ditional €10 / $12 fee. Our convention default is to receive 
your pre-convention publications at no additional charge 
via email or download from our website, www.worldcon.fi. 

If you wish to begin an installment plan for an at- 
tending membership, please be sure you've purchased a 
supporting membership and then email registration@ 
worldcon.fi with "Installment" in the subject header. 

Your membership is personal, but it is possible to 
transfer your membership (of any kind) to another per- 
son. Please contact us at registration@worldcon.fi if 
you wish to do this. The type of membership will be re- 
tained—child membership for children only, etc. 

All membership rates which are age-bound referto a per- 
son's age on the first day of the convention, 9 August 2017. 
Although a Kid-in-Tow is free of charge, please remember 
to register your wee ones as members. We need informa- 
tion about them in order to appropriately plan for your 
family's participation and enjoyment of our convention. 

Child and Kid-in-Tow memberships do not include 
voting rights. We advise you to buy a membership that 
is for an older age group if you are under 16 but want to 
have voting rights. 

We intend to have day memberships available, if you 
cant join us for all 5 days but wish to pop in for a day or 
two. The prices will be published in 2017. 

Families or households of A or 5 members of any age may 
register together for a 1096 discounton their memberships. 
Families or households of 6 or more members of any age, 
may register together for a 1596 discount on their member- 
ships. The discountis calculated based on the membership 
type people are eligible for, which is based on their age on 
the first day of the convention. For payment instructions, 
you must email familymembership@worldcon.fi. 


UPGRADE FROM SUPPORTING 


85€ / $100 





YOUTH (16—25) 


90€ / $105 


55€ | $65 





CHILD (6—15) 


60€ / $80 N/A 





KID-IN-TOW (5 AND UNDER) 


OE 





SUPPORT 


35€ / $40 N/A 








PAPER PUBLICATIONS 





10€ / $12 





*First time Worldcon memberships 95€ / $110 until July 2017 


Read all about itl 


ARTICLES 
INTERVIEWS 
SHORT STORIES 


Free EPUB and PDF 
downloads at 


www.finnishweird.net 
= N 
ama ANNE LENONÊ 
wat: ARIA TURTSOHANNNDFF 
TUNA RAEV Please spread the word! 


FINNISH VVEIRD 43 COMING SOON! 





RATES 

Fan: 100 euros full page, 
60 euros half page, 
40 euros 1/4 page 


Semi-Pro: 250 euros full page, 
150 euros half page, 
90 euros 1/4 page 


Pro: 400 euros full page, 
250 euros half page, 
150 euros 1/4 page 


Contact: PUBLICATION DATES 
advertising@wo ridcon.fi PR2- MAC2 (mid-AUG) 


PR3- End of year 2016 (NOV/DEC) 
PR4- Easter 2017 (mid-APR) 
(PRs - electronic only JUN/JUL) 


NINA TÖRNUDD 


FINLAND: AN ASSORTMENT 
OF NOTES AND INFORMATION 


FINLAND 


The 75th Worldcon in Helsinki will be unique in a num- 
ber of ways. 


+ It will be the northernmost Worldcon to date. 


* It will be organized in the smallest country (by popu- 
lation) to ever host a Worldcon. 


* This is also the first time a Worldcon will take place 
in a country celebrating the 100th anniversary of its in- 
dependence. A coincidence, but a fine addition to the 
jubilee year. 


Finland is situated in the north-eastern corner of Eu- 
rope, with the Scandinavian countries of Sweden, Nor- 
way and Denmark to the west and Russia to the east. 
Estonia is also a close neighbor, with Tallinn just a short 
ferry ride across the Gulf of Finland from Helsinki. 

Finnish is from a different language family from the 
Indo-European languages like English, German and 
most closely related to Estonian and Hungarian. 

You will be able to get around in Helsinki and Finland 
just fine without learning Finnish. 85 percent of Finns 
speak at least one foreign language, with English the 
most common one learnt. 

“Hei!” and “kiitos!” are hello and thank you, for those 
of you wanting a crash course. Complete mastery of the 
language may take a while. Finnish has many unusual 
features—no definite or indefinite articles, no gram- 
matical gender and sixteen cases for nouns. It is also a 
language that creates very long words. 

It is for example possible to say “I wonder if | should 
do a little bit of aimless running around" in one word— 
juoksentelisinkohan. It is also possible to create a word 
with seven vovvels in a rovv, if you want to say “wedding 
night intention"—hààyòaie. 

Asle the nearest Finn for help vvith pronouncing that, 
if you vvant. Finns are quite proud of their oddball lan- 
guage and will be happy to demonstrate. 

Despite the difference in linguistic families, Finland 
is historically, culturally and politically close to the Scan- 
dinavian countries. It is not geographically in Scandina- 
via, but Finland was a part of Sweden for over 600 years. 
This bond vvas severed vvhen Svveden lost Finland to 
Russia during the Napoleonic vvars in 1809. 
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During the Russian period Finland became an auton- 
omous grand duchy and started developing the traits of 
an independent nation. 

Universal suffrage was implemented in Finland in 
1906. Finland then became the first country in Europe 
where men and women were granted the vote and eligi- 
bility to the Parliament, regardless of income. 

On December 6, 1917, in the throes of the Russian 
revolution and World War I, Finland declared indepen- 
dence. A civil war followed, but the newly independent 
republic survived. 

The next critical moment came only two decades lat- 
er in late 1939, when the Soviet Union attacked Finland, 
after Moscow's demands that Finland cede part of its 
territory had been rejected. Finland lost about a tenth 
of its territory to the Soviet Union in the peace treaty in 
1944, but remained unoccupied and independent. 

Today, Finland and the other Nordics share many 
features—they are socially and culturally liberal wel- 
fare states, where people expect cradle-to-grave service 
from the state, in return for a fairly high level of taxa- 
tion. A Finnish specialty is the baby box, a care package 
of useful childcare stuff, that since 1938 is sent free of 
charge to all new parents. 

As opposed to the Scandinavian kingdoms, Finland is 
a republic, where the head of state is a president. Presi- 
dential elections are held every six years and parliament 
is elected every four years. The present government is a 
centre-right coalition of three parties. Coalition govern- 
ments with the ensuing horse-trading and compromises 
between parties are the norm in Finnish politics. Propor- 
tional elections make it virtually impossible for one sin- 
gle party to gain a majority of the 200 seats in Parliament. 

Joining the EU in 1995 has made Finland a more mul- 
ticultural country, but it remains fairly homogenous in 
population. About 300 ooo immigrants have come Fin- 
land from 1995 and most have settled in the Helsinki area. 
The largest groups are Russians, Estonians and Somalis. 

The global refugee crisis is having an impact on Finn- 
ish society. Finland received a record number of over 30 
ooo asylum seekers in 2015, most of whom are Mus- 
lims. About a third are expected to stay permanently. The 
next chapters in Finnish history vvill no doubt be influ- 
enced by how successful Finland is in integrating the peo- 
ple who have fled here from the wars in Iraq and Syria. 


HELSINKI 


If you come to Worldcon 75, you will be visiting Helsin- 
ki when the city shows its prettiest and liveliest side. 
People are out and about, making the most of the long 
days and to soak up the sunshine before the dark days 
of winter. 

Around the Worldcon dates in early August, the 
sun will be rising after fıve in the morning and setting 
around half past nine. (To see the midnight sun, you will 
need to come earlier in summer and go further north, 
beyond the Arctic Circle.) 

Helsinki is a compact capital city, with about 620 ooo 
inhabitants and some 1.3 million people living in the 
surrounding region. The centre of Helsinki can easily be 
explored on foot, by tram or with a rented city bike. Hel- 
sinki is a safe city with a low crime rate, but normal pre- 
cautions are recommended; take care of your belongings, 
be wary of pickpockets and don't pick fights with drunks. 

Finnish summers are variable, and you can expect the 
weather in August to be sunny and/or rainy, with tem- 
peratures around 15—25C (60—77F). 

Central Helsinki is surrounded by the sea on three 
sides and the heart of the city is by the harbor and mar- 
ketplace. This is where you find the oldest part of the 
city, which was mostly built in the years after Helsinki 
became the capital in 1812. The German architect C.L. 
Engel designed the Empire style buildings surrounding 
the Senate Square, including the Cathedral, the Univer- 
sity Library and the Senate palace. The style resembles 
St. Petersburg, but on a much smaller scale. 

There are many styles of architecture in Helsinki, as 
the city grew over many periods in the late 19th and 
20th century. The art nouveau or jugend-style buildings 
can be found mostly in Katajanokka and Ullanlinna dis- 
tricts, and Töölö is an area with many examples of 1930's 
art deco or funkis-style houses. Helsinki was bombed by 
the Soviet Union during the war, but the city survived 
mostly intact. 

One of most interesting sights in Helsinki is the 
Suomenlinna marine fortress, which is a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. It was was built in to defend Hel- 
sinki against Russia in the latter part of the 18th century. 
However, it surrendered without a real fight in the war 
between Russia and Sweden in 1808. Today, the fortress 
and its bastions are a popular spot for a historic walk or 
a picnic by the sea. 
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FINLAND 


POPULATION: 5.4 million 

LANGUAGES: 89 percent speak Finnish as their primary 
language, 5.3 percent Swedish 

AREA: 338144 sq km 

POPULATION DENSITY: 18.1 people per sq km 

COASTLINE: 4 600 km 

ISLANDS: 81 000 

LIFE EXPECTANCY: men 78.2 years, women 83.9 years 

RELIGIONS: 74 percent Lutherans (about 4 million) 
1.1 percent Greelc Orthodox (60 000). 1.3 million 
other—non-religious, atheists or other faiths. 

FOREST COVER: 73 percent of the land area 

SAUNAS: estimates vary, 2—3 million 

LARES: 187 888 (over 500 sq m in size) 

COFFEE CONSUMPTION PER CAPITA: 158 liters per year 

BEER CONSUMPTION PER CAPITA: 85 liters per year 


HELSINKI 


POPULATION: 620 000 

POPULATION IN THE REGION: 1.3 million 

LANGUAGES: Finnish-speakers 8o percent, 
Swedish-speakers 5.8 percent, others 14 percent 

AREA: 716 sq km 

ISLANDS: 315 

COASTLINE: 123 km 





Many of the other over 300 islands in Helsinki can be 
visited as vvell. Some are military areas and off limits, 
but others are open to visitors, offering beaches, restau- 
rants and other attractions. 

There are numerous beaches around the Helsinki 
coast line and the water is fine for swimming - but prob- 
ably not vvarmer than 18—20C (65—68F). For a slightly 
warmer dip, you can visit the Swimming Stadium out- 
door pool near the center. It is an Olympic size pool that 
was originally built for the Helsinki Olympics in 1940. 
World War II put a stop to that plan, and the games in 
Helsinki took place in 1952 instead. 

These days, Helsinki is a lively, green city with a thriv- 
ing restaurant and shopping scene. Nevv bars, restau- 
rants and shops are popping up on a regular basis, espe- 
cially in the Kallio and Punavuori districts. 


MESSUKESKUS 


The Messukeskus convention centre is not usually listed 
among the major architectural sights of Helsinki. But if 
there is a book fair or a boat exhibition, a pitching event 
for startup companies or a large international meeting 
in Helsinki, the Messukeskus is where it will most likely 
be held. 

Situated in Itå-Pasila near the centre of Helsinki, the 
Messukeskus is easy to reach by tram, train, bus or bike. 
Driving to the Helsinki airport takes about 15 minutes 


HOTELS 


We have preliminary contracts with a few large 
Finnish hotel chains, but the deals still need to be 
finalised. More information about the hotels, res- 
ervation possibilities for their 1600 rooms, and spe- 
cial rates will be available later. In addition to the 
hotels we have contracts with, Helsinki has many 
other hotels to choose from, so you can reserve 
whichever suits your needs the best. However, it 
is best not to leave the reservation too late, since 
there are other events going on in Helsinki at the 
same time as Worldcon. The con hotel, which has 
244 rooms, is attached to the con location, Mes- 
sukeskus (the Helsinki Expo and Convention Cen- 
tre). Room reservations for this hotel are primarily 
intended for people who need them due to mobil- 
ity issues. The remaining places will be allocated 
through a draw. The other hotels involved in the 
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and the walk to the Pasila railway station is about 300 
meters (328 yards). 

The facilities are accessible and there is no need to 
go hungry—there are 21 cafés and restaurants on the 
premises. 

There is an attached Holiday Inn hotel, with 244 
rooms, a gym and a car park. The hotel also has three 
saunas and and a sauna suite—an obligatory service in a 
country where saunas are an integral part of the culture. 


contract are located in different parts of central 
Helsinki, but even the farthest of these is only 22 
minutes away from Messukeskus by public trans- 
portation. The City of Helsinki will be providing all 
attending members of the convention with free 
public transit passes, which cover the metro, trams, 
buses, local trains, and the ferry to Suomenlinna. 

In Finland, hotel rates include taxes, and usu- 
ally also breakfast and vvireless internet. Finnish 
hotel breakfasts consist of a buffet serving a wide 
variety of both cold and hot items. 

Tipping is not a common practice in Finland, 
and it is not expected. However, you can of course 
leave a tip if you are especially pleased vvith the 
service. 


PAULA HEINONEN 


























A Worldcon for All of Us 


Ireland has a rich tradition of 
storytelling. It is a land famous for 
its ancient myths and legends, 
great playwrights, award-winning 
novelists, innovative comics artists, 
and groundbreaking illustrators, Our 
well-established science fiction and 
fantasy community and all of the 
Dublin 2019 team would consider 
it an honour to celebrate Ireland's 
rich cultural heritage, contemporary 
creators and fandoms everywhere. 


We love our venue, the Convention 

Centre Dublin, and we believe that its 

spell-binding allure will take your breath 

away as you watch the sun set over the 

city, before the Kraken rises from the 
River Liffey! 


www.tahtivaeltaja.com 


JUKKA HALME, VESA SISÃTTÖ, JUHA TUPASELA 


THE WORD FOR WORLDCON 
[J MAATLMANAONGRESSI 





While it is common knowledge that the first official 
Worldcon was held in New York in 1939, history could 
have told a very different story had it not been for fate's 
cruel hand. Join me, if you will, for a brief glimpse into 
the little-known secret history of Worldcon. The year 
was 1888. The place was Helsinki, then the capital of 
the autonomous Grand Duchy of Finland on the out- 
skirts of the Russian Empire. Considerable effort had 
been put into turning Helsinki from a quiet little vil- 
lage into a provincial capital worthy of the Czars. The 
city had become a bustling center of commerce and 
culture and boasted many modern amenities, such as 
horse-drawn trams and electrical street lights. It was 
in this environment of innovation and modernity that 
some of the first steps towards what would become 
Worldcon were taken. The key figure in these oft-over- 
looked events was the greatest mind of his generation, 
Julius Halmenius. Halmenius was a thoroughly 
cosmopolitan patron of the arts. He had 

originally learned French during an 
extended sabbatical at a Trappist 
monastery, and during subse- 
quent travels through France, 

had fallen in love with the 

works of Jules Verne. Upon 
returning to Helsinki, Hal- 
menius was determined 
to gather together in Hel- 
sinki a global convocation 

of admirers of fiction of 
the highest imaginative 
caliber. Preparations were 
already well underway for 
this event when an unfor- 
tunate incident involving 
vodka, fine Czech cigars, and 
an ill-advised attempt to re-en- 
act scenes from Vernes “Around 
the World in Eighty Days” inside 





the family library caused a fire to destroy the Halmen- 
ius home and claim the life of Halmenius himself. The 
loss of such a great mind proved an insurmountable 
setback, and it would bea full fifty years before Halme- 
nius’ dream would finally come to fruition in the insti- 
tution we know today as Worldcon. 


Site selection for the 1960 Worldcon was held at Deten- 

tion, in Detroit, the year before. The process was much 

more complicated than usual. Many voters didn't both- 

er to read the fine print about the suggested location 

of the Pittsburgh bid, which was actually Helsinki, Fin- 

land, in honour of the bid's chairman Wiljami Pitt, the 

great-grandfather of the founder of Pittsburgh. The Pitt 

family was originally from Helsinki, where one of the 
quarters is called Pittajanmaki after them. 

The 18th Worldcon in Helsinki was 

convened under an atmosphere of 

apprehensive feelings, a sentiment 

mostly harbored by the attend- 

ees from United States, who felt 

that the convention was being 

held under false pretences, 

and on the wrong continent. 

None of that apprehension 

was lost when the arriving 

attendees saw that the look 

of the con was largely based 

on Soviet-ethos. This was, 

however, not the case with 

the programming or vari- 

ous fannish activities, which 

7 focused on co-operation and 

» bringing people together by the 

" power of science fiction. For many 

US-attendees, this was the first time 





they met and had serious talks with Russian and other 
Eastern-bloc fen. 

The 1960 Worldcon is seen as one of the very first, 
albeit perhaps too early, forms of non-political détente, 
that actually brought people from opposing political 
spheres of influence together. lt was also one of the ma- 
jor reasons why Helsinki got to host both the CSCE and 
Worldcon in 1975. 


VVorldcon has probably never been held in as political- 
ly charged an atmosphere as that of the 33rd VVorld- 
con, organized in Helsinki in 1975. The con venue was 
Finlandia Hall, designed by Alvar Aalto. Here, only tvvo 
weeks earlier, the final act of the CSCE, the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe, was signed. 

Worldcon 33 gazed into the future of the planet's cul- 
tural life, outlined by science fiction writers from both 
east and west in a five-day meeting that brought to- 
gether more than a thousand members. The patron of 
the event was the President of the Republic of Finland, 
Urho Kaleva Kekkonen, who is a science fiction writ- 
er himself. His short story “A Journey to Mars” (“Matka 
Marsiin”, 1916) contributed significantly to early Finnish 
speculative literature. 

The guests of honour at Worldcon in 1975 were Ursula 
K. Le Guin from the United States, Arthur C. Clarke from 
Great Britain, the brothers Arkady and Boris Strugatsky 
from the Soviet Union, and Stanislaw Lem from Poland. 
The official program culminated in a communiqué in 
which both eastern and western science fiction writers 
proclaimed their confidence in the capacity of SF culture 
to induce détente in a world governed by superpowers. 

Many remember the 1975 Worldcon in Helsinki from 
the Who's got the widest collar and longest sideburns? com- 
petetion organized as part of the masquerade. The win- 
ner was R. Ivanov of the Soviet Union, who had combed 
his eyebrows down to function as sideburns. 


The 1960 Worldcon poster was one of the very 
first works by the seminal Finnish SF/F-illustrator, 
Petri Hiltunen. 


The Groke-award was never given to anyone, because No Award 
came on top ever year from 1952 to 1975. Not-a-Hugo, Groke was in- 
tended as an award to a non-English original novel of the year, but 
apparently the voting public never read books in other languages. 
Actual copies of the award are extremely rare. (Courtesy of Jeff 
VanderMeer) 


The 1975 Worldcon 
poster was made by Björn 
Weckström, later claimed 
scientifictional fame as 
the designer of princess 
Leia's jevvelry for the Star 
Wars films, who refused 
to correct his original 
mistake on the poster, 
as it would've ‘broken 
something that was 
perfection itself". 
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Masquerade at Archipelacon in Mariehamn 2015. (Photo by Henry Söderlund) 


PASI RARPPANEN 


Finnish fandom is currently putting together 
a Worldcon. Fandom from a country with 

a population of only five million, which a 
relatively small percentage of international! 
fandom has previously heard about, wants 
to arrange a Worldcon as the fourth non-En- 
glish speaking country in the history of the 
convention. What is Finnish fandom like, and 
what males them want to take on such a 


responsibility? 


Finnish fans engage in similar activities as fans else- 
where, including running societies, publishing fanzines, 
presenting awards, and organising cons and social gath- 
erings. On the other hand, there are several features of 
Finnish fandom that make it different from fandoms in 
other countries. 

The starting point of Finnish fandom, the way we 
know it today, is usually seen as the foundation of the 
Turku Science Fiction Society in 1976, and the birth of 
its zine “Spin” in 1977. Sf societies in Helsinki, Tampere, 
Jyvaskyla, Oulu, Espoo, and so on soon followed. Pres- 
ently, there are a dozen or so sf/f clubs spread around 
the country, and about the same amount of more-or- 
less regularly published zines. 

In fact, one feature that can be seen as characteristic 
of Finnish fandom is that the backbone of Finnish fan- 
dom has always been societies. They say that while an 
Irishman goes out to a pub, a Finn goes out and forms 
a society. Finland has sometimes been called the prom- 
ised land of societies, and it is understandably so. 
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Left: Pub quiz at Àcon 2007. Right: Fanzines and other merchandise at Helsinki Book Fair 2006. (Photos by M. Pietikãinen) 
Below: Skeletor and con co-chair at Tracon 2015. (Photo by Jenni Muhonen) 


Finnish sf societies, especially the ones born in the 
early days of Finnish fandom, vvere traditionally formed 
around a city or a tovvn. In the days before the internet, 
this was the best way to find like-minded people. Over 
the years, the role of tovvn-based societies has changed, 
but their active members still remain the major work 
force when it comes doing the things that makes fan- 
dom fandom. 

In fact, in many cases, a geographical area 
doesn't have only one, but several soci- 
eties, some of which have been born 
more recently. The roles of these 
societies, and hovv the activi- 
ties are divided betvveen the 
older and younger societ- 
ies, differs slightly from 
town to town. 

What Finnish fandom 
lacks in pure fannish na- 
ture, however, it gains in 
longevity. Most Finnish 
sf societies have had their 
ups and downs over the 
years, and periods during 
which activity has been low. 
However, sooner or later, a new 
generation of fans has emerged and 
made the societies their own. There are, 
of course, societies that have died and disappeared 
silently into history, but the oldest ones still function 
today. This applies to the fanzines they publish, as well. 

One long-standing characteristic of Finnish fandom 
is the ability of Finnish fans to work co-operatively. 
There has never been a "Finnish Science Fiction Associ- 
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ation" nor will there most likely ever be. Finnish fandom 
is a collection of many different sf societies spread all 
over the country, all with their own characteristics and 
histories. Together they form a tight little community 
that has pulled together from the very beginning. 
Another characteristic feature of Finnish fandom I 
also want to bring up, and one that personally hold in 
high value, is gender equality. Women have always had 
a strong role in Nordic countries. This can be seen 
in Finnish fandom as well, and it is not male 
dominated in the same sense that fan- 
doms in some other countries seem 
to be. All genders work within 
Finnish fandom, side by side, 
and there have been as many 
female con runners, editors- 
in-chief, and sf writers as 
there have been male ones, 
perhaps more. 
The role of Finnish sf soci- 
eties can be seen in the field 
of Finnish fan magazines. In 
many cases, drawing lines be- 
tween zines and clubs in Finland 
is very difficult. The thing is, there 
has never been an actual "fanzine 
culture” in Finland, at least in the strictest 
sense of the word. The zines, in almost all of 
the cases, have been founded around a town-based club. 
This is another unique characteristic of Finnish fan- 
dom: there isn't a single commercial sf/f magazine pub- 
lished in Finland. There have been attempts to publish 
one, but for one reason or another, they have always 
ceased production after only a few issues. 





Finncon/Animecon 2008 in Tampere. (Photo by Pasi Karppanen) 


In their place, however, there's a wide range of flour- 
ishing fanzines, semi-prozines, and prozines. Many of 
them are very slick, printed on glossy paper, and look 
justas good as any professional sf/f magazine, with con- 
tent to match. Zines such as Portti, Tahtivaeltaja and Spin 
have even been on sale at big bookstores. They also have 
a lot of library subscribers, meaning their importance is 
much bigger than their actual print run. 

There are a few exceptions to the town-based societ- 
ies and their zines. The oldest one of these is the Finnish 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association and its 
zine Kosmoskynd (Cosmos Pen). Another is the Swedish 
language web-zine Enhörningen (The Unicorn). Finland 
is a bilingual country and we have a small minority of 
Swedish speaking Finns. The latest addition to the na- 
tional societies is The Finnish Society for Science Fiction 
and Fantasy Research, founded in 2013. 

Societies focusing on some specific franchise, genre, 
or author have always been exceptions in Finnish fan- 
dom, and in most cases, the fans of one writer or TV 
franchise have grouped themselves around existing 
societies. There have been attempts, of course, but in 
many cases these societies have disappeared as soon as 
the peak of interest has passed. The biggest and longest 
surviving exception in this respect is the Finnish Tolkien 
Society, and its fannish zine Legolas, which began in the 
early 1990s. 

A key feature of Finnish fandom is that there has 
never been a big separation between science fiction 
and fantasy. Everybody understands the differences be- 
tween genres, of course, but inside fandom, the fans and 
writers of science fiction and fantasy haven't been sepa- 
rate groups. Times seems to be changing though, and 
nowadays many younger fans see themselves primarily 





Table Hockey Championships 
at Finncon 2006 in Helsinki. 
(Photo by Pasi Karppanen) 





























as readers of fantasy, and science fiction is a much more 
alien genre to them. 

The lack of separation in the older generation of fans 
is in great extent due to the circumstances in which the 
Finnish fandom was born. In the late the 1970s and 
early 1980s, both genres were equally marginal, and 
fans of science fiction and fantasy naturally teamed up. 
Therefore, one should remember that although most 
of the societies mentioned in this article are called sci- 
ence fiction societies, all of them are science fiction and 
fantasy societies. This applies to the fanzines and con- 
ventions as well. 

As a result, the current generation of writers in Fin- 
land are a rather heterogeneous group. The same peo- 
ple write science fiction and fantasy, and in some cases 
drawing aline between the genres is very difficult, if not 
impossible. In fact, many writers consider the whole 
subject of drawing lines between genres restrictive 
and completely unnecessary. 

During the last decade or so we have 
even seen a rise of a new term for fan- 
tastic literature in Finland: speku- 
latiivinen fiktio (speculative fic- 
tion) or ”spefı” for short. The term 
doesn't have the acceptance of all 
the fans, but gradually it has es- 
tablished itself, even outside fan- 
dom. One undeniable benefit of 
the term is that it is a handy way of 
avoiding classification problems. 
All works of fantastic literature can 
be placed under it, without having to 
ponder whether they are science fic- 
tion, fantasy, or horror. 
Every fandom has its own awards, and 
Finnish fandom is no exception. The most import- 
ant Finnish sf/f award is undoubtedly the Atorox award 
which is awarded to the best Finnish science fiction or 
fantasy short story published in the previous year. It has 
been presented annually by the Turku Science Fiction 
Society since 1983, and the winner is decided by a jury 
comprised of representatives from all of the Finnish sf/f 
societies, as well as individual fans. 

The award has a significant role in the Finnish sf 
scene and among the Finnish sf writers. The field of 
Finnish sf short story writing is a thriving one, and the 


Above left: Finncon/Animecon 2009 in Helsinki was the biggest 
Finncon ever, with over 10 ooo visitors. (Photo by Pasi Karppanen) 


Middle: Tamcon 1985. (Photo by Leena Peltonen) 


Left: Tony Stark napping in the Tardis, Finncon 2013. 
(Photo by Henry Sòderlund) 


number of works on the Atorox long list is usually over 
two hundred. This is thanks to the work done in the field 
and the number of Finnish sf zines and short story an- 
thologies published annually. 


THE THING CALLED FINNCON 


The Finnish national con is called Finncon. Finncons are 
big events and have been so from the very beginning. In 
most respects Finncons resemble any other big cons in 
Europe or the USA, with panels, lectures, and other pro- 
gramming, along with Guests of Honour giving speech- 
es and autograph sessions. On Saturday nights there's 
the official con party with a traditional masquerade 
(costume contest). 

What sets Finncons apart from cons elsewhere, 
however, is that they are free. Yes, that's right. There's 
no entrance fee whatsoever. Since Finncon 1989, one of 
the convention's main principles has been that every- 
one interested should be able to attend. This way, any 
passerby can just pop in to see what's going on, and 
with any luck find the event interesting — and if so, a 
new sf/f fan is born. 

”The Finncon brand” was created when the first few 
Finncons were held in Helsinki in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s. Finncons are intended to be big events, 
with no entrance fee, and a focus on literature. Thus 
far, most, if not all of the Guests of Honour have been 
writers instead of television figures. The simple expla- 
nation for this is that media personalities, even “the 
third storm trooper from the right,’ are a lot more cost- 
ly than the price of a world-class author. But as Finland 
is a country that takes literacy and readership very se- 
riously, the main reason is Finnish fandom's desire to 
concentrate on literature. 

This has proved to be very successful. Over the years, 
Finncons have gotten bigger, bigger, and bigger—be- 
coming major cultural events. For over a decade, the 
number of attendees at Finncons have been in the 
thousands. They have also attracted increasing num- 
bers of English speaking fans, and a part of their pro- 
gramming in English. 

Naturally, Finncons wouldn't be possible without 
money, and Finnish con organisers have become very 
good at securing funds from private and government 
grants, and looking for sponsors and partners. This, in 
turn, is a result of the fact that sf, as a literary genre, has 
perhaps a slightly better reputation in Finland than in 
some other countries. 

The reason are various, and it's a subject worthy of 
an article of its own. There has also been a significant 
amount of work bridging the gap between fans and lit- 
erature researchers. For example, academic meetings 
have been held concurrently with Finncons now for 
over a decade. 


23 





Destruction of Useless Merchandise 
charity auction at Finncon 2013 
(Photo by Henry Sòderlund) 


Another interesting feature of Finnish fandom is 
that there's no bidding process. Unlike in many other 
countries that have a national convention that chang- 
es location, the towns or con committees do not have 
to campaign against each other for the right to host 
Finncon, and the rotation is decided in mutual under- 
standing. 

This could also seen as one of the secrets behind 
Finncon's success. No matter where Finncon is held, 
it has always been an endeavour of the whole Finnish 
fandom, not only of the local fans. Finland is, after all, 
a small country, and it is a small wonder Finncons are 
such big events. The main responsibility always falls 
to the fans in the town hosting the con, but organis- 
ing cons wouldn't be possible without everyone doing 
their share. 

The next Finncon will be held 1-3 July, 2016 in Tam- 
pere, with authors Jasper Fforde, Anne Leinonen, and 
Catherynne M. Valente as the Guests of Honour. 


IN CONCLUSION 


This article was barely a glimpse into Finnish fandom. 
My hope was to give you at least some kind of overview 
what it's like, and what kind of differences a visitor may 
notice when arriving in the midstof Finnish fans. Thatis, 
after all, the best way to find out what we're really like. | 
hope to see you all in Helsinki in 2017. 


MEMBERSHIP 
STATISTICS 


We have massive support, with nearly 4 000 members 
already! 


Coming to a browser near you soon: installment plan for 
paying amembership and family discount! Stay tuned! 


TOP 20 CITIES 


Helsinki, Finland 
London, UK 
Seattle, WA, USA 











Tampere, Finland 





Espoo, Finland 
Cambridge, UK 
San Jose, CA, USA 











Turku, Finland 


Chicago, IL, USA 








Vantaa, Finland 


New York, NY, USA 








Toronto, ON, Canada 





Jyvaskyla, Finland 





Washington, DC, USA 





Stockholm, Sweden 





Minneapolis, MN, USA 





Portland, OR, USA 





Vancouver, BC, Canada 





San Francisco, CA, USA 











Oslo, Norway 
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MEMBERSHIPS BY TYPE 


adult attending members 





GoH 





new attending 





bid friend/subscriber 





upgrade to attending 





first worldcon attending members 





first worldcon 





upgrade to first worldcon 





youth attending members 





youth 








upgrade to youth attending 





attending members w/o WSFS rights 





child 





kid-in-tow 





supporting members 





voter 





supporting 








E adult attending members 
B first Worldcon attending members 
B youth attending members 
child or kid-in-tow 
B supporting members 


MEMBERSHIPS 
BY COUNTRY 


Europe 





North and South America 





Bermuda 





Brazil 





Canada, British Columbia 





Austria 





Belgium 


Canada, Ontario 





Canada, other 





Bulgaria 


Cascadia 





Croatia 





Czech Republic 


Trinidad and Tobago 





USA, California 





Denmark 


USA, Illinois 





Estonia 





Finland 


USA, Massachusetts 





USA, Maryland 





France 


USA, Minnesota 





Germany 





Ireland 


USA, New York 





USA, Oregon 





Italy 


USA, Texas 





Jersey 





Latvia 


USA, Virginia 





USA, Washington 





Luxembourg 


USA, other 





Malta 





Netherlands 


Asia and Pacific 





Australia 





Norway 


China 





Poland 





Portugal 


Israel 





Japan 





Romania 


Malaysia 





Russia 





Spain 


New Zealand 





Singapore 





Sweden 


South Korea 





Switzerland 





UK 


Taiwan 





Vietnam 





Ukraine 











25 


(unspecified) 














A bid for the 2017 NASFiC 





PUERTO RICO 
July 6-9, 2017 


Sheraton Puerto Rico Hotel & Casino 


Why San Juan, Puerto Rico? 


e LOCATION: Beaches, sunsets, beautiful facilities, dazzling nature, world-class dining, 
and vibrant arts and culture. 


e SF: An active SF community, including fans and pros. 


e SITES: World Heritage and National Historic sites, the Arecibo Radio Telescope, 
and the only tropical rainforest in the U.S. National Park Service. 


e A U.S. COMMONWEALTH: U.S. citizens don't need a passport to travel to Puerto 
Rico, English is an official language, and the U.S. dollar, U.S. Postal Service, and 
your cell phone work just like in the mainland U.S. 












e EASY TO GET TO: With more than 2,000 flights per week on more than 20 airlines, 
Puerto Rico is less than five hours from Chicago and less than four from New York. 


To support the bid 


e Visit our table at the con or www.sanjuan2017.org. 


e Contact us at volunteers@sanjuan2017.org to join our team. 
We are actively seeking volunteers to staff fan tables and bid parties. 





www.sanjuan2017.org Fi www.facebook.com/SanJuan2017 az infoasanjuan2017.org 


The North American Science Fiction Convention (NASFiC) is held in years when the World Science Fiction Convention is held outside of North America. Because the 2017 Worldcon will be held in 
Helsinki, there will also be a NASFiC that year. The site for the 2017 NASFiC will be selected by a vote of the members of the 2016 Worldcon, MidAmeriCon Il. 


“World Science Fiction Society", "WSFS" “World Science Fiction Convention", “Worldcon”, “NASFiC”, "Hugo Award”, the Hugo Award Logo, and the distinctive design of the Hugo Award Rocket are service 
marks of the World Science Fiction Society, an unincorporated literary society. 


listed all the names of 872 of our members who have 
explicitly agreed to have their names published. You 
can see this contains only a fraction of our members 
and probably your name is missing, too. 

The EU privacy laws are strict and we can not post 
anyone's name without specifically asking for their 
permission. We have plans on fınishing our member- 
ship database so that it allows our members to change 
their privacysettingson theirown.lfyouare impatient 
and want your name to go public now, please contact 
registration@worldcon.fi 


Johanna Abraham 
lan Abrahams 
Janet Abrahams 
Tomoko Adams 
Ronja Addams-Moring 
Matilda Alfgifu 
John Aitken 

Peter Akerlund 

Elsa Alanko 

Liina Alanko 

Katri Alatal 

Ann Albrecht 

Bruce Albrecht 
Aleksi 

BJ Allan 

Todd Allis 

Alytha 

Rolf Andersen 

Paul Dale Anderson 
Lalex Andrea 
Andrew 

Maxwell Andrews 
Nancy Andrews 
Tiffani Angus 
Annakaisa 
Anni-Santeri 

Linda Antonsson 
Areopagan 
Volodymyr Arieniew 
Beth Armitage 


C.John Arthur 
Asmus 

Arsi Atomi 

Dave Axler 
Benjamin Bagland 
Mishell Baker 
Alastair Ball 

Gili Bar-Hillel 
Jennifer Barber 
Jessica Barber 
John Barberio 
Francesca T Barbini 
Anna Bark Persson 
Nick Barnes 
Trevor Barnes 
Alejandro Barranco 
Antonio Barranco 
Aurelio Barranco 
Caroline Barranco 
Isabela Barranco 
Jacquelyn Bartel 
Lisa Bartoli 

Chris Battey 

Fiona Bayer 

Ralf Bayer 
Elizabeth Bear 
Square Bear 

Sally Beasley 

rtl Beaton 
Catherine Beck 
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Chris Becker 
Jacey Bedford 
Dave Bell 

Roger Bell_West 
Annie Bellet 
Matt Bellet 

Ralf Belling 

Mika Bergstrom 
Adam Bernard 
John D. Berry 
Tony Berry 

Mark Bessey 
Beth Runnerwolf 
Martin Björnebro 
Dietmar Bloech 
Henning Bloech 
Karin Bloech 
Marisa Bloech 
Scott Bobo 

David Bofinger 
bookwench 

Ruth EJ Booth 
Christer Borang 
Boriss 

Steve Bough 
Morva Bowman 
Robert Boyczuk 
Antje Brand 

Eva Brànnstròm 
Florian Breitsameter 





Claire Brialey 

S Brown 

Ken Brown W2KB 
Logan Bruce 
Steven Brust 
Bob Buhr 

Bruce Burdick 
courtni burleson 
Grace Burns 
Kitty Byrne 

Jose Casal 

Cat 

Norman Cates 
Venetia Charles 
Charles 

Zalia Chimera 
Zen Cho 

Ai Ling Chow 
Christophe 

John Chu 

Chuck 

Kan chun-jung 
Tudor Ciocarlie 
Gwendolyn Clare 
Timothy Clark 
Claudia 

Fiona Clements 
Jennifer Clements 
Elaine Coates 
Ethan Coates 


Joel Coates 
Sahrye Cohen 

Liz Coleman 
Rachel Coleman 
Colette 

Bill Collins 

Jon Cooper 

Fred Coppersmith 
Ève Corbin 

E.G. Cosh 
Cardinal Cox 
John Coxon 
Catherine Crockett 
Tomas Cronholm 
don crossman 
Wim Crusio 

Rafe Culpin 

lain Cupples 
Elorenya d'Rahien 
Terry Dahl 
Lilly-Karin Dandenell 
Michael Dann 
RObert Davis 
Elena Davison 
Matthew Davison 
Ãka Davour 
Andreas Davour 
Lionel Davoust 
Jim de Liscard 
Steve Dean 

Sasha Decker 
Anna Delprato 
Michael J. DeLuca 
Adi Denis 

Ellen DeRosa 
Apurva Desai 
Carrie Devall 
Melissa Devnich 
Jody Dix 
rené-marc Dolhen 
Doug S 

douv 

Fran Dowd 

John Dowd 
Shane Doyle 
Dragos 

Jakob Drud 
Shaun Duke 
Shirley Dulcey 
georges dumbruch 
Houston Dunleavy 
Cliff Dunn 

Martin Dunstan 


Jennifer Dye 


Thoraiya Dyer 

Robert Eaglestone 
Derry Earnshaw 

Tom Easton 

Heather Eccles 

Scott Edelman 

Lilian Edwards 

Sue Edwards 
Eeva-Liisa 

Laura Eilers 

Ailish Eklof 

Tuomas Ekman 

Amal El-Mohtar 

Elin 

Vili Elonsalo 

Emjay 

Emma 

Emmihenna 

Marion Engelke 
Emma England 

Sean Fagan 

Miss Fairchild 

Nick Falkner 

fanf 

Moshe Feder 

Féomir 

Bernadette Ferraro Bottaccini 
Anna Feruglio Dal Dan 
Amanda Fitzwater 
Calum Fitzwater 
Stephen Fleming 

Jo Fletcher 

Flick 

Ailsa Floyd 

Ford 

Minerva Fortuna 
Athena Foster 

Paul Foth 

Amanda Foubister 
Jonathan Fowler 
Rebecca Fowler 

Susan Francis 
Candida Frith-Macdonald 
Myles Frith-Macdonald 
Oscar Frith-Macdonald 
Richard Frith-Macdonald 
Sarah Frost 

Corinna Fuchs 

Werner Fuchs 

Inez G 

Erik Gaalema 

Karen Gaalema 

Steve Gaalema 

John Gamble 


Elio García 

lan Gazzotti 
Janice Gelb 

Steve Gill 

Max Gladstone 
Cenk Gökçe 

Laura E. Goodin 
Sarah Goslee 
Thomas Gramstad 
Anne Gray 

Brian Gray 

Terry Graybill 
Gridglider 

Val Grimm 

Diana Grygiencza 
Eileen Gunn 

Päivi H 

Maija Haavisto 
Sami-Pekka Haavisto 
David Haddock 
Sarah Haddock 
Sigurdur Hafthorsson 
Magdalena Hai 
Hanna Hakkarainen 
Jess Hall 

Steve Hallett 

TJ Hämäläinen 
Moody Hammer 
Wendy Hammer 
Tony Hammond 
Lisa L. Hannett 
Salli Hantula 
Kristina Hàrd 
Markus Harju 
Colin Harris 
Debbie Harris 
Tom Harris 

Rose Hartley 

Aino Havukainen 
Anna Havukainen 
William Hay 
Björn Hedblom 
Heikkihei 

Ira Heino 

Paula Heinonen 
Tuomas Heinonen 
Anssi Matti Helin 
Antti Helin 
Christina Hellström 
Jacqueline Hencsie 
Fred Henle 

Saara Henriksson 
Henry 

Peter Hentges 


Kevin Hewett 
Rebecca Hewett 
Leigh Ann Hildebrand 
Robin Hill 
Nathan Hillstrom 
Juhani Hinkkanen 
Colin Hinz 

Emilia Hjelm 
Rosamund Hodge 
Merav Hoffman 
Dave Hogg 

Jani 'Moo’ Höglund 
Teemu Hokkanen 
Neil Holford 
Kristoffer ”Illern” Holmén 
Ju Honisch 
Robert Hood 
David Hook 
Kathy Horning 
Nina Horvath 
Justin Howe 
Chad Howell 
Ryan Howse 

Nick Hubble 
David Hudson 
Sinead Humphrey 
Tom Humphrey 
Mika Huurre 

Nick Hyle 

Taru Hyvònen 
Michael Ibbs 
Thomas Ibbs 

Iggy 

lina 

Britt-Marie Ingdén-Ringselle 
Trevor lO 

JK lronak 

Alex Isle 

Paivi Itåpuro 

Riku Itåpuro 
Emmi Itaranta 
Massimiliano Izzo 
Albert Jackowiak 
Adam Jackson 
Kerry Jacobson 
Jakob 

barbara jane 
Antti Jarventaus 
Riikka Javanainen 
JC 

JC 

Curtis Jefferson 
Jesse 


JewelSong 


Jogibaer 

Frank Johnson 
Paul Johnson 
JPJokinen 
JoonasD6 

Johanna Junnila 
Venla Junnila 

Ville Junnila 

Oona Juutinen 
Kaisa 

Kaisa 

Rasmus Kaj 

Niilo Kalakoski 
Sari Kallioinen 
Jackie Kamlot 
Chris Kammerud 
Georgina Kamsika 
Satu Kangas 
Jaakko Kankaanpää 
Terry Karney 
Hannu Katajarinne 
Chris Kaukonummi 
Maria Kauppila 
Hanna Kauppinen 
Niina Keinänen 
Yvette Keller 
Sanna Kellokoski 
Graham Kelly 
Kelsey 

Jori Kemppi 
Marguerite Kenner 
Autumn Kent 
Richard Kettlewell 
Sana Khan 

Helena Kiel 

Harri Kiiskinen 


Paul Kincaid 


Maureen Kincaid Speller 


Roxanne King 
Steve King 
Kirvesmies 
Andreas Kjeldsen 
Klaus 


Christine Klein-Lebbink 


Kristina Knaving 
Jennifer Knight 
Keith Knight 

Sam Knight 

Gwen Knighton 
Timo Koivu 

Antti Koliseva 
Zuzanna Kolomecka 
Dara Korra'ti 


Kaisa Kortekallio 


Harri Kovanen 
David Krantz 
Gérard Kraus 
Kasia Kraus 
Kristiina 

Petra Kufner 
Tom Kunsman 
Diane Kurilecz 
Joanna Kurki 
Saija Kyllönen 
KZ 

Sabrina L 

Lotta Laihonen 
Petri Laine 

Alan Laird 

Jutta Laitila 
Laura Lam 
Hannu Lammi 
David Langford 
Heidi Lappalainen 
Duncan Lawie 
Nathalie Lefever 
Scott Lefton 
Mimosa Lehtinen 
Talvikki Lehtinen 
kimmo lehtonen 
Hope Leibowitz 
Bob Leigh 

Anne Leinonen 
Onerva Leisti 
Teemu Leisti 
Vanessa Len 

Jon Lennox 
Lester 

Charles Levi 
David D. Levine 
Rosa-Mari Levola 
Jan Lindgren 
Vesa Linja-aho 
Linus 

Simon Litten 
Olov livendahl 
Jerry Lohr 

Oskar Lönnberg 
Sanna Lopperi 
Karla Loppi 
Bruno Lorentin 
Jean Lorrah 
India Lovekin 
Kate Lovekin 
Kris Lovekin 
Louise Lowenspets 
Targe Loyd 

Dave Luckett 


Catherine Lundoff 
DON Lundry 

PEG Lundry 
Laura Luotola 
Jack Lusted 
Heleri Luuga 
Scott Lynch 

Sofie Mååg 

Jerry Määttä 
Peter Mabey 
David Macarthur 
Esther MacCallum-Stewart 
Meg MacDonald 
Tish MacFarlane 
Robert MacIntosh 
Hmpf MacSlow 
Emi Maeda 

ehud maimon 
Eerika Majamaa 
Otto Mäkelä 
Ritva Mäkinen 
Jonna Makkonen 
Robert S Malan 
Annika Malmø 
Evie Manieri 

Elise Mann 

Ken Mann 
Mannapuuro 
Paul Mara 

Phil Margolies 
Mette Markert 
Sarah Marland 
Helen Marshall 
Anya Martin 

Lee Martin 

Ari Maskonen 
Elliott Mason 
Hanna Morre Matilainen 
Ismo Matinlauri 
Ingvar Mattsson 
Todd McCaffrey 
Shawna McCarthy 
Tod McCoy 

Jack McGovern 
Karen McGovern 
Alé McLeod 
Aileen Meek 
Glen Mehn 

Meike 

Jen Melchert 

leva Melgalve 
Džonatans Melgalvis 
Michael Mellas 


Michael Meneses 


Anna Metsäpelto 
Carol Metzger 
Steve Metzger 
Yves Meynard 
Miikka 

Mika 

Mika 

Mike 

Robyn Mills 
Milo 

Mima 

Ming 

Miska 

Rick Moen 
Aidan Moher 
Mordkan 

Cheryl Morgan 
Mikael Moring 
Van Moring 
Grayson Bray Morris 
Rhiannon Morris 
Sean Morris 
Steve Morris 
Tyrone Morris 
Elisa Mörsky 
Ilya Moskvichev 
Carrie Mowatt 
Jim Mowatt 

Lee Moyer 
Caroline Mullan 
Mike Mummey 
Munchkin 
Mikko Mustajärvi 
Timo Mustonen 
Sami Mutanen 
Mycroft 

Naath 

Lex Nakashima 
Public Name 
Nanna 
Stephanie Neely 
Michael Nelson 
Mari Ness 

Ha Nguyen 
Nicholas 

Nico 


Tobias Niemitz 


Sami "Niksu" Nikander 


Hulda Norén 
Karl-Johan Norén 
Therese Norén 
Abigail Nussbaum 
Tommy Nyberg 
Severi Nygard 


Maria Nygard @vildvittra 
Nysalor 

Fionna O'Sullivan 
Dionne Obeso 
JM Ogaick 
Aimee Ogden 
Pat Ogden 

Brian M Oldham 
Ana Oliveira 
Omega 

Min Onouchi 
Orjo 

Nene Ormes 
oscar 

Pãivi Osmaja 
Ouva 

Maris Ozinga 
Laura Paananen 
Mari Paavola 
Hannu T. Tiberius Pajunen 
Mapu Palamo 
Palleriina 

Ada Palmer 
Craig Palmer 
Julia Rose Palmer 
Phil Palmer 

Mari Paltiala 
Mirja Paltiala 

Jo Paltin 
PandasWings 
Michael Pargman 
Chelle Parker 
Nigel Parsons 
Hannele Parviala 
Sunil Patel 

Pawel 

Bruce Payette 
Heather Payne 
Jodie Payne 
Pebble 

Jesi Pershing 

Bill Peters 
Celeste A. Peters 
Emil Hjörvar Petersen 
Pietu 

Sarah Pinsker 
Maciej Pitala 
Jason Pitre 

PIX-IE 

Mark Plummer 
Gillian Polack 
Michat Politowski 
Alan Pollard 


Sari Polvinen 


Alexander Popov 
Andrew Porter 
Marianne Porter 
Sian "Theda" Powell 
Virginia Preston 
Cristina Pulido Ulvang 
Daniel Pulido Ulvang 
Emilia Pulido Ulvang 
Patricle Pulido Ulvang 
Pinja Pyykkönen 
Sanna Pyylampi 
Anders Qvist 

Anna Raatikainen 
Marko Raatikainen 
Rivga Rafael 
Brendan Ragan 

Petri Raitolampi 

Auli Raivio 

Hannu Rajaniemi 
Adam Rakunas 
Lasse Ranta 

Oskari Rantala 

Liisa Rantalaiho 
Mihaela @rantalica 
Flemming Rasch 
Anni Rasinen 

Antti Rasinen 

Lasse Rasinen 

Juhan Raud 

Mikko Rauhala 
Edgard Refinetti 
Andrew Reid 

Irina Rempt 

Evvoc Remula 

René 

Heli Repo 

Mikael Repo 

Pat Reynolds 

Greg Rheam 

Carole Riault-Lorentin 
Stephen Richter 
Brad Riddle 

Riia 

Rij. 

Richard Ristovv 
Jeanette Roberts 
Emlyn Roberts-Harry 
Luís Rodrigues 

HAL RODRIGUEZ 
Frank Roger 

Gideon Rogers 

Jim Rogers 

Juha Rönnman 


Jack Rosenstein 


Jonathan Rothwell 
Cameron Rowe 
Dan Rowe 
Alexandra Rowland 
Yvonne Rowse 
Rozek 

Tara Ryhänen 

S Ryktarsyk 

Sara Saab 

Saara 

lan Sales 

Harri Salminen 
Juha Salminen 
Teemu Salminen 
Anna Salonen 
Annika Samuelsson 
Eliyahu Sandler 
Sanna 

Daniel Santoo 
Deirdre Saoirse Moen 
Sara 

Sari 

Satu 

Kate Savage 

Denis E. Savine 
Andy Sawyer 
Lauren Schiller 
Michael Schneiberg 
Martin Schneider 
Meryem Schoonjans 
Mike Scott 

sean 

Anne Searle 

Jo Seaver 

Stu Segal 

Marcin Segit 

Kylie Selkirk 

Filip Selldén 

Daniel Sellers 
Haggai Semo 
Haim Semo 

Roi Semo 

Tali Semo 

Jouni Seppänen 
Sabine Seyfarth 
Wendy Shaffer 
Catherine Sharp 
Nicholas Shectman 
Sharon Sheffield 
TG Shepherd 

John Sheppard 
Delia Sherman 
Shetai 

Nina Shiel 
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James Shields 
Jac Shipp 

Rachel Silber 
Sanna Siltanen 
Luis Silva 
Maxwell Silversmiths 
Jeremy Sim 

Rela Similà 
Hannu Simonen 
Celine Sin 

amrit Singh 
harpal Singh 
Tarja Sipiläinen 
Sara Sjögren 
Dale Skran 

Mark Slater 

Alan D Smith 
Pamela Smith 
Smitty 

Henry Söderlund 
Nadja Sokura 
Anne Solley 
Kevin Sonney 
Cat Sparks 

Jeff Spock 

Johan Sporre 
Daniel Starr 
Howard Stateman 
Markus Stenberg 
Brandon Stenger 
Richard Stephenson 
Alys Sterling 
Steve 

FC Stoffel 
Willard Stone 
Birgitta Stridh 
Lisa Strömsholm 
Alasdair Stuart 
Micole Sudberg 
Urpo Suhonen 
Eija Suikkanen 
Robert Sullivan 
Tricia Sullivan 
Misha Sumra 
Zoe Sumra 

Sami Sundell 
Shimo Suntila 
Leena Suoniemi-Särkijärvi 
Miina Supinen 
Susanna 

Tim Susman 
Jonah Sutton-Morse 
SUVI 


Màrten Svantesson 


Sveinn Sandvik Svendsen 
Hanna Svensson 
Michael Swanwick 
Petra Sydãnmaa 
Seppo Syrjãnen 
Gloria Tacorda 
Kirstin Tanger 
Volker Tanger 

Bill Taylor 

Paul Taylor 

Shay Telfer 
teppolainen 

Tess 

Andre Tessier 

Dave the Chicken 
the maid of woodlynne 
markus thierstein 
Becky Thomson 
Astrid Timonen 
Pekka Timonen 
Sarah Tischer Scully 
@tlaturi 

Sami Toivonen 
Terhi Törmãnen 
treisi 

Douglas Triggs 
Pirko Triller 


Cylia (triskelmoon) 
Liza Groen Trombi 
Justin Trotter 

Lynn Turnbull 
Peter Turner 

Niko Tyni 

Tanya Tynjãlã 

Ulfie 

Meg Undervvood 
Michael R Undervvood 
urosliftari 

Emma Maree Urquhart 
Emilia Uusitalo 
Setsu Uzume 

Virpi Vãinölã 

Pasi Vãlkkynen 
Aleksi Valojãã 
Erwin van Ballegoij 
Linda van der Pal 
Heidi van der Vloet 
Ann VanderMeer 
Jeff VanderMeer 
Irene Vartanoff 
Matthew Vernon 
Sally Vernon 
Ursula Vernon 


lida Vesanto 


Brandy Vickers 
David Vickers 
Lori Vickers 

Pasi Vihinen 
Elina Vihriãlã 
Jenna Viinikainen 
Lea Viljanen 
Katja Virtanen 
Sara Virtanen 
Lindsey W. 

Dale Walker 
Mitchell Walker 
Karin Waller / Harriet 
Dumont 

Evelyn Walling 
Pauline Walsh 
Tyler Walton 
Damien Warman 
Fe Waters 
Damaris Weinert 
Simon Weinert 
Linda Wenzelburger 
Calle Werner 
Carmilla Westin 
Orjan Westin 
Django Wexler 
Kim Whysall 


Nicholas Whyte 
Colin Wightman 
Sarah Wightman 
Andrew Williams 
Laurie Williams 
Liza Williams 
Lyn Wilshire 

Ziv Wities 

Wizzu 

Taras Wolansky 
Jennifer Woods 
Juliette Woods 
Chris Wozney 
Ken Yamaoka 
Kirsi Ylãnne 

Ylva 

Doug Yoder 

Kate Yule 

Mark Zeman 
Alvaro Zinos-Amaro 
Alon Ziv 

Michal Ziv 
Vladimir Zoubritsky 


Carly Zuckweiler 
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Join us to celebrate 


fandom the future * the past * awesome science fiction 
killer fantasy * costuming and burlesque 


www.valleyforge?201Torg 
Twitter /Instagram / Facebook: Valleyforge20171 





worldcon.fi 


info@worldcon.fi 
volunteers@worldcon.fi 


@worldcon75 
facebook.com/worldcon75 





